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ABOUT THE BOOK
Deep in the frozen plains of  Barbaricum, 
the Sarmatians face a terrible threat. 
The Romans are approaching in huge 
numbers to capture the Griffin, a 
sacred and terrifying beast, and they’ve 
kidnapped the beloved niece of  the wise old 
shaman, Fanciakuppov, to lead them to it. 
Determined to stop them, Fanciakuppov 
seeks the help of  his Gaulish friends but 
quickly finds himself  in danger too.

Fighting alongside the fearless Amazon 
warrior women, can our indomitable 
heroes Asterix and Obelix rescue the 
prisoners and prevent the Romans reaching 
this formidable beast?

Loved across the world, this multi-million 
bestselling series is back with its 39th 
adventure. Filled with jokes, new characters 
and bravely fought battles, Asterix and the 
Griffin will delight fans old and new.

www.asterix.com

1

Explore themes of:  ✓ The Romans ✓ Julius Caesar ✓ Mythical creatures ✓ Illustration  
✓ Comics and graphic novels 

Subject Checklist:    ✓ Literacy ✓ History ✓ Geography  ✓ French  ✓ Art and Design

The activities included here are suitable for the classroom or library sessions.
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Share how  
you are using  

Asterix with your 
children on social 

media using #Asterix 
and tagging  

@LittleBrownUK
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Asterix was first published in France in 1959. Since then, 39 comic books have been released. 
Here are the front covers of  6 of  the books in the Asterix series:

A B C

D E F

Which front cover do you like best and why? 

In which of  the books above do you think each of  these events happens?   
See the bottom of  the page for answers.

1. Asterix is involved in a race against the Romans
2. Asterix meets chieftain Vercingetorix’s daughter, Adrenalin
3. Asterix travels to Greece
4. Asterix and Obelix meet some pirates
5. Asterix travels around Gaul collecting lots of  delicious foods
6. An alien spaceship appears above Asterix’s village

Which of  these books would you most like to read?

Answers: 1B, 2D, 3A, 4F, 5C, 6E.

Over 60 years of epic quests.  
380 million comic books sold worldwide. 
Sold in over 80 countries and translated into 111 languages.

Introducing the Asterix Series
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Asterix and the Griffin
Asterix and the Griffin is the latest action-packed comic 
book in the Asterix series. 

Discussion questions

1. Where do you think this story might be set?
2. What do you think a ‘griffin’ might be?
3.  What do you think might happen in this story?
4.  Can you think of  5 questions you have about the 

book based on the front cover?
5.  Have a read of  the blurb on the back of  the book. 

Can you find 5 strong adjectives?
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t’s 50 BC, and to Roman eyes the  
world to the East of Rome looks like

Beyond the furthest outposts is a land of  
barbarians, strange peoples with  
unpronounceable names…

But in this 
legendary 
bestiary with 
its melding 
of myth 
and reality, 
one animal 
remains 
especially 
enigmatic…

This unknown world is all the more terrifying because the Romans have 
always said it is home to all sorts of outlandish creatures.

Chimera
HARPY

SPHINX

HYDRA

THE GRIFFIN! O, Caesar! 
Half-eagle and half-lion with horse’s 

ears – a true king among beasts! 

FAR TO THE EAST, O CAESAR! 
n the depths of Barbaricum! n Sarmatian territory! The famed  

Greek explorer Acros theSevenses saw it! And recorded it in his  
writings – ’ve checked!

Like 
me!

Well, Cartographus,  
my trusty geographer, 
this terrifying animal 
appeals to me… but 
where to find it?

s that a  
Bucinobante?

Or perhaps an 
Atuatucan?
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Discussion questions

1.  People read comics 
in different ways. 
Some read the 
words first then go 
back and look at 
the pictures; others 
look at the pictures 
first then go back 
and read the words. 
Some read the words 
and pictures together. 
(There’s no right or 
wrong!) How did you 
read the page on the 
right? Compare with 
a partner. 

2.  In what year is the 
book set?

3.  Have a look at the 
first panel. What do 
notice? Why do you 
think the illustrator 
has chosen to make 
this panel the length 
of  the page?

4.  How did the Romans 
feel about the 
unknown world that 
lies beyond their 
lands? Can you find 
evidence on the 
page to support your 
answer? 

5.  Why do you think 
some words are 
written on a yellow 
background and 
some written on a 
white background?

6.  What does the word 
‘enigmatic’ mean? 
What is it used to 
describe here?

7.  What is the name of  the Greek explorer 
mentioned? How is this a play on words?

8.  Where does Cartographus think the Griffin can be 
found?

Asterix and the Griffin Extract 1
5

Extract from Page 5
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History and Geography

Activity 1: Julius Caesar
Asterix and his friends are fictional characters, but Julius Caesar was a REAL person (and a 
very powerful one). Julius Caesar was born in Rome in 100 bc. He rose through the ranks of  the 
Roman army to become a general. In 58 bc, he led an army of  Romans into the region that was 
called Gaul. This region was made up of  modern-day France, Belgium and Luxembourg, plus 
most of  Switzerland and some of  western Germany and northern Italy. Caesar and his army 
fought the people who lived in Gaul in a series of  wars called the Gallic Wars. By 50 bc, Caesar 
had defeated the Gauls and taken control of  the region. 

Can you colour in the region of  Gaul on the map below? You might need to use 
an atlas or online map to help you. Can you also label Rome?

Fun fact: It’s thought that the famous quote “veni, vidi, vici” (I came, I saw, I conquered) was said 
by Julius Caesar.
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History and Art

Activity 2: A Roman Coin
Roman coins often had the face of  somebody powerful and important on one side and a picture or 
symbol to represent this person’s achievements on the other side. Julius Caesar was the first living 
person to have his portrait on a Roman coin. What do you think this coin might have looked like? 
Can you draw it below? You might like to use the illustrations of  Caesar in Asterix and the Griffin to 
give you ideas.

Front of  the coin:

Back of  the coin:

Fun fact:  
Julius Caesar wore a 

laurel wreath on his head. 
Some say this was to 

symbolise that he was a 
powerful leader; others 
say it was to cover up  

his bald patches!
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Discussion 
questions

1.  What is the 
shaman’s name? 
How is this a play 
on words?

2.  Why does the 
writer reverse the 
letter E in the 
shaman’s speech?

3.  How did the 
shaman contact 
Druid Getafix?

4.  What does 
‘foreboding’ mean. 
What does it mean 
in this context?

5.  What threat 
are the shaman 
and the other 
Sarmatians facing?

6.  Can you name the 
three characters 
leading the 
Romans into 
Sarmatian 
territory?

7.  What is a Venator?
8.  Can you find one 

panel in which 
the illustrator has 
drawn the picture 
from a distanced 
perspective (like 
a ‘long shot’ in a 
film)? Can you find 
one panel in which 
the illustrator has 
drawn a close up? 
Why do you think 
the illustrator has 
used these different 
perspectives?

Asterix and the Griffin Extract 2
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And so they are! Only a few leagues away, 
a column of exhausted Romans is toiling 
across the steppe…

Headed up by 
the centurion  
ntrepidus…

And the star 
venator(*) 
Vainglorius.

The geographer 
Cartographus…

(*) A gladiator who specialises in combat with animals.

Th… Thank you, Fanciakuppov.  feel 
better already thanks to this 

beverage!

A f ew months ago,  had a dark s ens e of for eboding,  
so  consult ed th e drum and it advis ed m e to s eek  

your h elp, my Gaulish fri ends, b ecaus e w e’r e  
facing a t erribl e thr eat!

TH E ROMANS AR E APPROACHING IN 
HUG E NUMB ERS. TH EY’R E COMING 

TO CAPTUR E TH E GRIFFIN, OUR 
                     SACR ED ANIMAL!

 get the feeling your Amazon’s taking us all 
round the houses, Cartographus… What does  

the map say?

T ea with f erm ent ed mar e’s 
milk, my fri end! H ealthy  

and r estorativ e!

A 
threat?

With 
what sort 
of milk? Fermented 

mare’s 
milk.

Y es,  us ed my magic to 
contact you. S ending 
marmots would hav e  
tak en far too long!

 was very worried about 
you.  dreamt about you 

– you were all black and 
white and blurred.  knew 
you needed help so we 
came as fast as we 

could!
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French

Activity 1: Character Descriptions
French vocabulary:

Clothes
un pantalon – trousers
des chaussures – shoes
une cape – a cape
Hair
cheveux – hair
une barbe – a beard

Colours
bleu/bleue(s) – blue
blanc/blanche(s) – white
blonde(s) – blond
rouge(s) – red
roux – ginger/red
marron – brown 

il/elle porte – he/she is wearing
il/elle a – he/she has

Here are some of  the characters you have met so far in the story…

Asterix Obelix

Druid Getafix Cartographus
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Read the descriptions below and see if  you can work 
out which of  the characters each one is describing

il a les cheveux roux
il porte un pantalon bleu et blanc
il porte des chaussures marron

il a les cheveux blancs
il a une barbe blanche
il porte des chaussures bleues

il a les cheveux blonds
il porte un pantalon rouge
il porte des chaussures marron

il a les cheveux blonds
il porte des chaussures marron
il porte une cape bleue
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French

Activity 2: Mythological Creatures

French vocabulary:

Body parts
la tête – the head    
le corps – the body   
les jambes – the legs    
les pieds – the feet 

Animals
un cheval – a horse
un tigre – a tiger
un crocodile – a crocodile
un aigle – an eagle
une giraffe – a giraffe
un poulet – a chicken

The Romans are searching for a mythical creature called the Griffin. The Griffin has the head and 
wings of  an eagle and the body of  a lion. You are going to create your own mythical creature! Your 
mythical creature will be made up of  different animals, just like the Griffin.

To begin, spin the spinner below to select an animal. Your creature will have the head of  this 
animal! Draw the head top box on the next page. Now spin the spinner again to select a different 
animal. Your creature will have the body of  this animal! Draw the body in the next box down. 
Continue until you have a complete mythical creature!

Tip: To use this spinner, put the tip of  a pencil through a paper 
clip and place it on the centre of  the circle. Now, flick the paper 
clip and see which animal it lands on!

un cheval

un tigre

un
 cr

oc
od

ile un aigle

un
e 

gi
ra

ffe

un poulet
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Ma Créature Mythique

La  tête

Le corps

Les jambes

Les pieds

Make up a name for your creature. Can you introduce it in French?

Ma créature s’appelle

(My creature is called)

Read this description of  the Griffin:

“Le griffon a la tête d’un aigle et le corps d’un lion.”

Can you describe your creature in French? Perhaps you could describe it to a friend and see if  
they can draw it based on your description?
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Asterix and the Griffin Extract 3

Seriously? Are you still 
clutching that vase?

Yeah, so what? t’s the only 
reliable document on the 
Griffin that we’ve got!

 can’t see a 
thing. ’m warning 

you, shaman,  
if you’re  

stringing us 
along…

‘The b ear’s nos e 
stops him s eeing’...

But… but… by Jupiter! t 
doesn’t look anything like  

      the vase!
Asterix,  

think  heard 
wolves!

The two 
envoys!

Do you think they’re 
here to negotiate?

Erm… 

‘The pot of 
f erm ent ed hon ey  

b en eath his  
f eet’.

40
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THAT’S NOT
THE
GRIFFIN

Um…  
Careful! 

t’s thawing – 
the ice…

So 
what?!

Yes, it’s gold!  
Gold ore I’ve been 

carefully collecting 
since the waterfall!

Don’t you think ’ve had enough of 
these ii-sestertii expeditions 

that pay me with aches and pains!

Sooner or later, knowledge 
must pay rewards! Acros 
theSevenses left a lot  

more than a map!

Whole fragments of his papyrus refer to the vast gold 
deposits in the land of the Griffin! But to know that 

you have to read Greek!

’m disappointed 
in you, 

Cartographus!

We’re not here 
for gold, we’re 

here for the 
Griffin!

More importantly, you’ve tricked us, shaman! 
We can’t present such a hideous creature  

before Caesar!

 think these 
Romans have 

got cold feet 
about fighting 

us… 

Quick, 
Obelix! The 
shaman’s in 
danger on 
the lake!

… could 
breeeeeak!

STOMP

ST

OMP

41
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Extract from  
pages 40-41
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Discussion questions

1.  What do the characters see under the ice?
2.  How do they know this is not the Griffin?
3.  Why do you think the illustrator chose to write some words in large, bold font?
4.  Can you find an example of  onomatopoeia? 
5.  How do you think the Centurion feels when he realises it is not the Griffin? How 

can you tell?
6.  Comic book illustrators sometimes use motion lines to show how a character or 

object is moving. Can you find any motion lines in this extract?
7.  Why do you think the writer has included speech bubbles containing only 

exclamation marks and questions marks?
8.  Can you find a picture which makes you feel you are looking down from above? 

Can you find a picture which makes you feel you are on the ground looking up? 
Why do you think the illustrator has chosen to use these different perspectives?
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Art and Design, Literacy

Activity 1: Comic Book Panels
Congratulations, you are the next author-illustrator of  the famous Asterix comics! You have been 
asked to create a brand-new comic book about Asterix and the mythical creature you created on 
page 12. What might happen in your story? Where will your story be set? Will Asterix and his 
friends find your mythical creature? Draw an action scene from your comic in the panels below. See 
if  you can you use the following features:

• Onomatopoeia

• Motion lines

• Pictures from different perspectives

• Punctuation marks in speech bubbles
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Art and Design

Activity 2: The front cover
What will the front cover of  your new Asterix album look like? Look back at the covers of  different 
books in the series on page 3  for ideas. Can you design your own?

Written by Illustrated by 

Share how  you are using Asterix with your children on social media using #Asterix and tagging  @LittleBrownUK


