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 At 
 Night
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At night, the stars come out.
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At night, the stars come out. I can see them

from my window.
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At night, the moon comes out.
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At night, the moon comes out. I can see it

from my window.
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At night, the moths come out.
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At night, the moths come out. I can see them

from my window.
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At night, the mouse comes out.
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I can see it run 

in my garden.
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At night, the bats come out.

Here they come!
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They like to fly 

over my garden.
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At night, the cats 

come out.
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They like to play 

in my garden.
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At night, the owl comes out.

It sits in the tall tree 

and hoots.
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need to see girl in 
window.
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At night, the fox comes out.

I can see it digging

for beetles.
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At night, I read

in my bed.                                           

I love the animals at night!
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Story trail

Start

Start at the beginning of the 
story trail. Ask your child to retell 
the story in their own words, 
pointing to each picture in turn 
to recall the sequence of events.
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Independent Reading

This series is designed to provide an opportunity for your child to 
read on their own. These notes are written for you to help your child 
choose a book and to read it independently. 
In school, your child’s teacher will often be using reading books which 
have been banded to support the process of learning to read. Use the 
book band colour your child is reading in school to help you make a 
good choice. At Night is a good choice for children reading at 
Blue Band in their classroom to read independently.
The aim of independent reading is to read this book with ease, so that 
your child enjoys the story and relates it to their own experiences.

About the book
This story is set at night time. Looking out of her window, a young girl 
can see animals and insects as they come out to play at night.

Before reading
Help your child to learn how to make good choices by asking:  
"Why did you choose this book? Why do you think you will enjoy it?"
Look at the cover together and ask: "What do you think the story 
will be about?" Support your child to think of what they already know 
about the story context. Read the title aloud and ask: "What can the 
girl see from her window?" How do you know it is night time?" 
Remind your child that they can try to sound out the letters to make 
a word if they get stuck.
Decide together whether your child will read the story independently 
or read it aloud to you. When books are short, as at Blue Band, your 
child may wish to do both!
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During reading
If reading aloud, support your child if they hesitate or ask for help by 
telling the word. Remind your child of what they know and what they  
can do independently. 
If reading to themselves, remind your child that they can come and 
ask for your help if stuck.

After reading
Use the story trail to encourage your child to retell the story in the 
right sequence, in their own words.
Support comprehension by asking your child to tell you about the 
story. 
Give your child a chance to respond to the story: "Did you have a  
favourite part? Help your child think about the messages in the book 
that go beyond the story and ask: "Do you think the girl likes the 
night? Why/Why Not?"

Extending learning
In the classroom, your child's teacher may be reinforcing punctuation 
and how it informs the way we group words in sentences. Find the 
exclamation marks and ask your child to think about the expression 
they use for exclamations. (see page 10 and page 18). Some 
sentences in this story carry on over two lines, but it is important to 
reinforce the sentence ends with a full stop rather than a line break 
and keep reading until the full stops.
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